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ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH 1 
COMMISSION REGULATION 807 KAR 5:041 ) 

O R D E R  

Kentucky Utilities Company (“KU”), a Kentucky corporation 

which engages in the distribution of electricity to the public for 

compensation for lights, heat, power, and other uses, is a utility 

subject to Commission jurisdiction. KRS 278.010. 

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and 

regulations for the performance of services by utilities. 

Pursuant to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated 

Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, which requires 

electric utilities to maintain their plant and facilities in 

accordance with the standards of the National Electrical Safety 

Code (1990 Edition). 

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an 

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated November 

22, 1991, appended hereto, which alleges: 

1. On October 7, 1991, Kevin Dixon, a KO employee, was 

injured while performing preventive maintenance on circuit 

breaker8 at KU‘s Ghent Generating Station, in Ghent, Kentucky. Be 



suffered serious burns when he came into contact with an energized 

circuit breaker. At the time of the accident, Dixon was not 

wearing the rubber gloves provided to him, nor had he tested or 

grounded the equipment. 

2. KU's safety rules require all employees to use rubber 

gloves when working near energized equipment and to test and 

ground energized equipment before considering them de-energized. 

3. Dixon's failure to wear rubber gloves while working near 

energized equipment is a violation of National Electrical Safety 

Code Section 42 (420H) which requires that employees use the 

personal protective equipment and devices provided for work. 

4. Dixon's failure to test and ground the energized 

equipment before repairing it is a violation of National 

Electrical Safety Code Section 42 (420D) which requires employees 

to perform preliminary inspections or tests to determine existing 

conditions before working on energized lines. 

5. At the time of the accident, Dixon was a KO employee and 

acting within the scope of his employment. 

6. As a result of Dixon's failures, KU is in probable 

violation of Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3(1). 

The Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS that: 

1. KU shall submit to the Commission within 20 days of the 

date of this Order a written response to the allegations contained 

in the Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report. 

2. KU shall appear on February 28, 1992 at 1O:OO a.m., 

Eastern Standard Time, in Hearing Room 1 of the Commission's 

offices at 730 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky, for the 
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purposes of presenting evidence concerning the incident which is 

the subject of the Electrical Utility Accident Investigation 

Report, specifically the alleged violations of Commission 

Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, and of showing cause, if any 

it can, why it should not be subjected to the penalties of KRS 

278.990 for its alleged failure to comply with Commission 

Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3. 

3. The Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report 

dated November 22, 1991 is hereby made a part of the record of 

this case. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky. this 8th day of J m ,  1992. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
A 

Vice Chairman n 

ATTEST : 



APPENDIX 

APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION I N  CASE NO. 92-001 DATE0 1/08/92 

ELECTRIC UTILITY ACCIDEWJ! INVESTIGATION 

DATE OF THIS REPORT: November 22, 1991 SWZIITTED BY: Kyle Willard 

NAW3 OF DTILITY: 

ACCIDEWI REPORTED BY: Carl Wise 

DATE c TIHE ACCIDENT OCCURRED: October 7 .  1991 7:35 A.M. 

DATE 6 TIHE UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT: Carl Wise advised he was 

Kentucky Utilities Company 

made aware of the accident on October 11, 1991 4:OO P.M. 

DATE i TIWE ACCIDENT REPORTED: October 11, 1991 4:05 P.M. 

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION: October 15, 1991 

DATE SIJElplRRY WRITTEN REPORT W A S  RECEIVED FRON UTILITY: October 15, 

1991 - 
PWSONS ASSISTING IN THE INVESTIGATION: James Brackney, Larry Byrd, 

and Rick Moore of Kentucky Utilities Co. 

VICTIH( S) : 

1. NAILE: Kevin Dixon SEX: AGE: 30 
FATAL: - NO NAME OF EMPLOYER: Kentucky Utilities Co. 

INJTJRIES: Flash burn to face and neck 

2 .  NAME: SEX: AGE: 

FATAL: NAME OF EUPLOyw: 

INJURIES: 

3. NAME: SEX: AGE: 

FATAL: NAME OF EUPLOYW: 

INJURIES: 
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE: US 42 Ghent Generatinq Station, Ghent, 

Kentucky. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT: Kevin Dixon was performing routine 

preventive maintenance which involved systematically tighteninq 

screws which hold connections of the breakers located throughout 

the plant. Mr. Dixon was not wearing rubber gloves. While 

checking for loose contacts on the breakers for the Boiler Room 1F 

Motor Control Center ("MCC"), Mr. Dixon mistakenly attempted to 

tighten, with a screwdriver, the energized leads at the top of one 

breaker and inadvertently made contact between the grounded 

breaker casing and the 480 volt energized lead. This contact 

created an electrical flash resultinq in burns to Mr. Dixon's face 

and neck. 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: Rick Moore and Larry Eyrd of Kentucky 

Utilities Company, Kentucky Utilities Company Summary Written 

Report, and an on-site investigation. 

PROBABLE VIOLRTIONS OF COMMISSION REGULATIONS: Kevin Dixon's failure 

to wear rubber gloves while working near enerqized equipment is a 

probable violation of National Electric Safety Code (NESC) Section 

420H. His failure to test and qround the energized equipment 

before repairing it is a probable violation of NESC Section 420D. 

Dixon was acting in the scope of his employment at the time of the 

accident. His actions are therefore properly imputed to Kentucky 

Utilities Company. Kentucky Utilities Company is in probable 

violation oE 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3. 
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ELECTRICAL DTILITY ACCIDENT INVFSTIGATION (Continued) 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Due to Kentucky Utilities Company's probable 

violation of 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, it is recommended that the 

Commission consider action in accordance with KRS 278.990. 

Accordinq t o  plant personnel, clearance to de-energize the entire 

MCC could have been attained. With the NCC de-energized. the 

chances of electrical contact durinq this type of preventive 

maintenance would be minimized. It is therefore further 

recommended that Kentucky utilities Company require that any MCC, 

or similar unit, be completely de-energized before this type of 

preventive maintenance is performed. 

CORRECTIVE ACTION: Corrective action has been recommended. 

Cknunications a6d 
Electric Branch 
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KENTUCKY UT I LIT I ES COM PA N Y 
ONE CUALITY STREET 

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 
40507 

TELEWWE m a s a m  

P.O. Bcpc 615 
Frarikfart, XY 40802 

Dear Wayne: 

JABm 
mdoeure 
cC: R. M. Hevatt 

W. N. mlish 
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P. s .  c. 
ACCIDENT MID TROUBLE REFORT m m  

. A T T A C W N T  B ' 

TROUBLE DESCRIPTION: 


